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National Italian Peace Bureau. They are planning also 
already for the second Italian National Peace Congress, 
which will be held in the spring, under the auspices of 
the Lombard Peace Union. 



War and the Church. 

BY ERNEST H. CROSBY. 

The fact that war has always troubled the conscience 
of the Church, beneath the surface at any rate, is shown 
by an incident in the Autobiography of Benvenuto 
Cellini, which occurred at the siege of the Castle of St. 
Angelo at Rome in the early part of the sixteenth cen- 
tury. The Spaniards were besieging the Pope in the 
Castle, and Cellini was serving one of the cannon in 
defense of the stronghold. One day, as the Pope hap- 
pened to be passing the battery, Cellini fired off his gun 
and killed a Spanish colonel, who could be distinctly 
seen among the enemy. The Pope, witnessing the inci- 
dent, complimented Cellini upon his skill. Then, con- 
tinues Cellini, "falling upon my knees I asked him to 
re-bless me of the homicide [this is the literal Italian 
idiom], and of others which I had committed in that 
Castle in the service of the Church. At which the Pope, 
raising his hand and making the sign of the cross over 
my face, said that he blessed me, and that he pardoned 
me all the homicides which I had ever committed, and 
all those that I should ever commit in the service of the 
Apostolic Church." 

Cellini's quick recognition of the fact that slaughter in 
war called for pardon, and the Pope's immediate accep- 
tance of his view, show that they both had doubts as to 
the justifiability of such acts. On any other theory the 
solemn blessing and pardon lose all their meaning. 



Lord Courtney on Imperialism. 

Leonard Courtney, now Lord Courtney, at the re- 
ception given to him last month at the Hotel Cecil in 
honor of his elevation to the peerage, had the following 
to say on the subject of true and false imperialism : 

" To me the question which is of vital importance, not 
to this nation only, but to Europe and to the rising Re- 
public of America, is this : " Shall our policy in the 
future be a policy of imperialism or a policy of inter- 
nationalism ; are you imperially minded or are you inter- 
nationally minded ? 

" Let me not be misunderstood. There is an imperial- 
ism which deserves all honor and respect. It is an 
imperialism of service in the discharge of great duties. 
When I think of our colonies rising and developing 
under our influence, still more, when I think of that vast 
population of India governed by us, I am indeed op- 
pressed by the feeling what imperialism might be and 
what imperialism should be — a great service of duty in 
educating and developing the capacities and the powers 
of such vast populations, in leading them to undertake 
the functions of self-government, to rise and become 
members of the great international societies of men. 

" But those who boast themselves as imperialists rarely 
— I would almost say never — dwell on this aspect. 
Imperialism is with too many the sense of domination, 
the growth of aggrandizement, the greed of possession, 



making white your knuckles when you look your ene- 
mies in the face. Against that imperialism all our ener- 
gies should be directed; against the adoption of that 
imperialism as a creed by the rising generation all our 
powers should be exercised. I do not say we shall suc- 
ceed soon in this task ; it is a most difficult one ; but we 
may fight with good hope even if we do not see success 
immediately before us — fight in a cause than which none 
is more holy and none more subservient to the develop- 
ment of the well-being and brotherhood of man. 
[Applause.] 

" In truth, imperialism, ia the sense in which I have 
dwelt upon it, is to me the inspiration of the evil one, 
the glorification of power, the satisfaction of domina- 
tion, the ease and comfort with which we can say all is 
going well in the best of possible worlds because we are 
the masters of three-fourths of creation. That is the 
temptation of the evil one, and I am tempted, in imita- 
tion of a strong old Tory, to say, 'In truth, the Devil is 
the arch Imperialist.' Have we not read of One who 
was taken up into an exceedingly high mountain, and 
there shown the earth and the glories thereof, and was 
told : ' All these things will I give thee if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me ? ' It was the temptation of im- 
perialism — a temptation which was defeated, but a 
temptation which has lured many nations and many 
men in past history, and which lures men and nations 
to-day. You see its influence brought to bear on every 
community. 

"I am glad to think that you see also that bright 
example which resisted the temptation always exercising 
an influence on the growth of mankind. If among the 
enlightened nations of the Continent militarism seems 
rampant, we can also recognize the millions that are ris- 
ing in rebellion against it [applause] ; and if looking 
across the Atlantic we see with deep concern what 
appears to be a growth of imperial sentiment in the 
great Republic there, we are encouraged by hearing at 
the same time a potent voice denouncing that tendency. 
[Applause.] Therefore I say, let us rejoice in hope ; let 
us go on though we may not succeed yet. If we do 
not succeed in our time, we believe that success will 
come hereafter, and when our poor lives are over, man 
will be found more advanced in the development of his 
brotherhood to his fellow man than in the days in which 
we began." [Loud applause.] 



Two-thirds of the Government Reve- 
nues Go for Military and 
Naval Expenses. 

A short discussion on the subject of the army and 
navy expenditures took place in the national Senate 
on the 18th of December, when the bill to reorganize 
and increase the efficiency of the artillery came up, — a 
discussion which reveals not only the astonishing folly, 
but also the persistent determination of the military and 
naval professionalists to push their interests, day and 
night, at no matter what expense to the people of the 
country. We give a bit of the discussion, especially 
for the sake of the remarks of Senator Hale of Maine. 



